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A Newbery Honor BookToday I moved to a twelve-acre rock covered with cement, topped with bird

turd and surrounded by water. I'm not the only kid who lives here. There's my sister, Natalie, except

she doesn't count. And there are twenty-three other kids who live on the island because their dads

work as guards or cook's or doctors or electricians for the prison, like my dad does. Plus, there are a

ton of murderers, rapists, hit men, con men, stickup men, embezzlers, connivers, burglars,

kidnappers and maybe even an innocent man or two, though I doubt it. The convicts we have are

the kind other prisons don't want. I never knew prisons could be picky, but I guess they can. You get

to Alcatraz by being the worst of the worst. Unless you're me. I came here because my mother said

I had to."Choldenko's pacing is exquisite. . . . [A] great read."â€”Kirkus Reviews, starred review
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There's historical fiction, and then there's historical fiction. Now to critique a kid's book that falls in

the historical fiction genre there's really only one standard to which you should hold the book directly

accountable: Do accurate historical facts about the story make the book more interesting or less

interesting? Which is to say, does the story stand on its own two feet? Has this book taken true tales



and given them new life or has it created an entirely fictional (some would say fanciful) world that

bears little resemblance to what really did occur back in the day? I am pleased to report that

Gennifer Choldenko's book, "Al Capone Does My Shirts" sits strongly in the former category. Taking

true facts, following them up with historical research and footnotes, and giving the whole book a real

but fascinating feel, Choldenko has written one of the great chidren's novels of 2004. The story is

deeply interesting and continually gripping without boring the reader once. The premise is alluring

but it's Choldenko's excellent writing that solidifies this puppy as a must-read for all ages.Not many

kids get to live on an island chock full of the world's most dangerous prisoners. But not many kids

are Moose Flanagan. When his father takes a job as a guard on Alcatraz Island, just off the coast of

San Francisco, Moose finds himself in alarmingly close proximity with a variety of different vicious

criminals. The whole reason his father took the job, of course, is because of Moose's sister Natalie.

A victim of autism, Natalie's condition isn't one that's easy to treat in 1935 America. The family has

just discovered a wonderful school that might do Natalie some great good if they can only get her

into it.
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